STM Youth Choir Information
Eligibility 

The STM Youth Choir is open to any student in the third through eighth grades currently enrolled at St. Thomas More Cathedral School or registered as a member of the parish.  Membership is limited to fifty.

Rehearsals
The Youth Choir rehearses on Thursday afternoons from 3:00 p.m. to 4:15 p.m.   Rehearsals will take place in the school gymnasium.  Choir members will be dismissed through the gym doors at 4:20 p.m. following rehearsal.  All choir members must arrange for transportation immediately following rehearsal, or go to Extended Day.  Choir members will wait on the steps next to the gym doors, not in the parking lot.  Any choir members still present at 4:35 must check into Extended Day.

Attendance
Attendance is monitored at all rehearsals and performances.  Failure to participate consistently shows a lack of commitment.  If a choir member is ill or knows in advance of a conflict that will prevent him or her from participating in a rehearsal or performance, please contact Pat Coppolino at (703) 525-5382 or patcopp59@verizon.net.

Liturgies and Performances
The Youth Choir generally sings twice a month at parish and/or diocesan liturgies, including the Sunday 9:30 mass at the Cathedral, diocesan events, sacramental liturgies, community events, and other parish celebrations.  A schedule of events will be provided.  Additional details will be given as each performance draws near.  

For all Sunday liturgies, choir members should meet in the music office at the Cathedral.  Choir members are expected to be robed, have all necessary materials for the mass, and be seated by 8:45 a.m.  It is very important for choir members to have time devoted to warm-up and a short rehearsal before mass, so please be on time.  Arrival times for other events will be specified.

Parent Volunteers
Parent volunteers will be needed for ALL events at which the Youth Choir sings.  For Sunday liturgies, parents are needed to assist choir members with their robes and music, and to sit with the choir in the loft in case of an emergency.  Once the schedule has been set, parents will be asked to sign up to help at a mass or other event as needed.  In addition, parents will be needed to help with parties and other special events.  Parents will earn service hours at STM for time spent assisting the Youth Choir.
Reminders and Information
Information about upcoming rehearsals, liturgies, and other Youth Choir events will be sent via reminder fliers and e-mail.  Please be sure to keep all contact the information current to facilitate communication.

Dues and Fundraising
The Youth Choir is financially self-supported, and relies on the following sources of income:

1. $20 yearly dues

2. Donations

3. Pizza Lunch and/or other fundraiser

All funds are used to purchase new music, binders, programs, printing, and robes.  Dues are due by September 24, 2009.  Checks may be made payable to STM Youth Choir.
Music
It is the responsibility of each member to care for his or her music.  Choral music is very expensive!  Music may be marked for singing purposes only.

Food
Do not eat, drink, or chew gum during rehearsals or performances.

Robes
Each member is assigned a robe and hangar for the year.  Robes are sent home once during the year to be washed and pressed.  They should be returned on the original hangar.  All robes are to be zipped and hung neatly in the same direction when not in use.  A note of caution:  Please be gentle with the zippers – they are expensive to replace!

Contract
Membership in the Youth Choir is a privilege and a responsibility.  Choir members and parents are, therefore, requested to read and sign the attached contract, promising to abide by the guidelines listed.  All contracts are due by September 24, 2009.

(see reverse for more information)


